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23 June 2005

Mr Bill Paterson
Chief Executive Officer
The Coorong District Council 
P.O. Box 28 
MENINGIE SA 5264 

Dear Mr Paterson

"Periodic Review"

I have been asked to provide comments on the proposal as outlined in Model 2A.

This  Society generally supports  elections  at  large,  so that  there  is  no need to  divide  the 
council into wards.

However, given the area of the Coorong District Council and its makeup, dividing the council 
into 3 wards appears to be a sensible proposition and remains consistent with the present 
ward structure for the Council.

It  is  noted  that  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  of  elected  members  from 12  to  9. 
Previously the smallest ward elected 3 members.

This Society considers that proportional representation works better the larger the number of 
members elected from each ward, and it certainly does not work well when there are less than 
3 members elected.

For this reason, the Society would urge that the Council be divided equally into 3 wards with 
each ward electing 3 members.

From the figures provided in the report on the Periodical Review of Elector Representation, it 
appears that  this  could be achieved by keeping the Lakes Ward as proposed,  making the 
Hundred of Seymour as one ward, and joining the remainder of the proposed Mallee Ward 
with Parks Ward.  

The “Seymour Ward” would only be slightly bigger that  the other 2 wards, but if this  is 
considered a problem (which it may be when community of interests are considered) some of 
the farming areas in the Hundred of Seymour could also be added to the Parks Ward.  This 
would basically mean that the town of Tailem Bend would be one of the wards.



Dividing the Council equally into 3 wards each electing 3 members, would also mean that all 
council members to get elected would need the same proportion of votes, that is 25% of the 
vote in the ward where the member is elected.  There would not be a varying quota, and all 
elected members would feel that they represent the equal number of voters.

The Society supports the Council choosing a presiding member from within its ranks.

I wish the Council well in its deliberations and trust that these comments may assist.

Yours sincerely

Deane Crabb

Hare-Clark.......fair and democratic


