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19 October 2010 

 

SA Strategic Plan 2010 Submissions 

GPO Box 2343 

ADELAIDE SA 5001 

 

Dear Mr Crossey 

 

On behalf of the Electoral Reform Society, I wish to provide comments on the political participation 

targets within Objective 5 Building Communities of the State Strategic Plan. 

 

I apologise for the lateness of these comments, but we were waiting for the release from the 

Electoral Commission SA of the Election Statistics for the State Election on 20 March.  Any 

figures given in these comments are based on these statistics. 

 

The Electoral Society believes that there needs to be more than the current two political 

participation targets within the State Strategic Plan. 

 

It was disappointing that one of the original targets relating to the level of informal votes cast in 

State Government elections was removed from the State Strategic Plan. 

 

In relation to State Government elections, it should be important to not only to get eligible young 

South Australians enrolled to vote, but to also aim for the following: 

 

1)  to get as many as possible of all eligible South Australians enrolled to vote, not just those 

   aged 18 and 19, 

2) to get as many as possible who are enrolled to actually cast a vote, 

3) to get as many as possible who vote to cast a formal vote, and 

4) to get as many as possible who vote to find that their votes are actually effective in 

electing MPs.  

 

At this year’s State Election, while the State’s Electoral Commissioner estimated there were 

88,000 “missing voters”, a total of 1,093, 316 South Australians were enrolled, an increase of 

3.6% over the 2006 Election.  For the House of Assembly, 92.8% of these voted.  This was a 

small increase from the 92.3% who voted at the 2006 Election.  In relation to formal votes, only 

3.3% were informal at the 2010 Election – it was 3.6% at the 2006 Election for the House of 

Assembly.  While the figures for these three measures are relatively good, if there were targets set 

in the State Strategic Plan this would enable these to be highlighted and would assist in getting 

better results. 
 
 

 Hare-Clark.......fair and democratic 



 

 

 

I am attaching a copy of the Electoral Reform Society’s analysis of the 2010 State Election.  This 

shows that in relation to “voter effectiveness”, only 54.5% of South Australian electors who cast a 

formal vote found that their votes actually elected MPs to the House of Assembly.  This was the 

lowest % of all 11 State Elections since 1975.  This is certainly of concern, and needs to be 

urgently rectified. 
 

While there could be other measures for State Elections (such as the number of candidates 

[including the number of women candidates to relate to current target on the number of women in 

Parliament], and representation of political parties [seats in proportion to votes received]), these 

four measures need to be made into targets. 

 

Similarly for local government elections in South Australia, these four measures are needed to be 

made into targets.  The second is already an existing target for local government.   

 

South Australia has a proud history in relation to democracy and electoral activity.  Unfortunately 

this is currently not reflected in the State’s Strategic Plan. 

 

I would be willing to clarify the points made here and to provide further details. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Deane Crabb 
 
 
 


