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27 September 2017 
 
Mr Nathan Fewkes 
Acting Inquiry Secretary 
Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear Mr Fewkes 
 
Review of political donations 
 
This submission concentrates on public funding, and the need for these funds to be used towards providing 
necessary information for voters. 
 
Private funding 
The Electoral Reform Society of South Australia has concerns about political donations from firms and 
foreign donations.  There needs to be limits on corporate donations, with full transparency and timeliness of 
disclosure. 
 
Consideration needs to be given to removing tax deductibility for political donations.  Big corporations get 
deductions for the big “donations” they make (that buy them political influence) while ordinary people are 
denied deductions for the relatively small donations they make for the causes they consider significant.  
 
Public funding 
Rather than providing public funding from taxpayer-funded payments to political parties and candidates, 
any public funding should go towards more education on people’s voting rights and more information 
needs to be provided at election time. 
 
At election time, the Australian Electoral Commission should distribute material about the election to all 
electors.  This package should include: 
* details about the election and where to vote 
* details about the candidates, including contact details, for both Houses of Parliament 
* details about how-to-vote cards 
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For many years the Electoral Reform Society of South Australia has suggested that each elector (or 
household) needs to receive a booklet providing a range of information. 
 
This needs to include general information about the meaning of preferences that helps electors understand 
their obligations and freedoms in casting a formal vote. 
 
There also needs to be details on the location of the polling booths. This would assist particularly where 
polling places have changed since the last election and with changes in electoral boundaries.  And where 
there are different polling places in a neighbourhood for Federal and State elections, and there is confusion 
about the polling booth and what facilities are available (such as wheel chair access).  
 
In addition, there needs to be a list of all candidates for each Lower House electorate and for the Senate.  
Nowadays it is possible not to even know all the candidates for a House of Representatives electorate as not 
all candidates circulate electoral material, and yet voters are being forced to mark preferences for these. 
 
The situation is even more complicated for the Senate with above and below the line voting.  While above 
the line voting is in existence, details on the candidates within each group need to be provided so that 
voters can see if they vote above the line who their preferences may go to and in which order.  Voters need 
to be able to access a sample ballot paper to assist them work out how they want to vote – this could be a 
part of the package, or available on the AEC website, or both. 
 
Ideally the Society would like to see the package include details about all candidates, such as a brief 
description, perhaps a photo and contact details (essential).   
 
Referring people to a daily newspaper is not appropriate, and this becomes less relevant as newspaper 
circulations decline and newspapers have moved away from providing details and only providing comments. 
This comment from one of the Society’s members shows the problem of trying to rely on daily newspapers: 
 

My careful search of the newspaper for a Senate listing, and lists of polling booths, and all the lower 
house candidates has proven futile in recent years as good reporting, and provision of information as 
a service to the public has disappeared. For the last Federal election, I downloaded and printed my 
own Senate list from the web to help the family.  But I was unable to find a useful listing of polling 
places, as alphabetical order does not necessarily help find a booth that has moved to another 
suburb.  I think the newspaper has already failed to keep us informed. 

If we are serious in encouraging participation in the political process now is the time to provide more 
details so that voters can make informed decisions.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Deane Crabb 
 
 
 
 

 Hare-Clark.......fair and democratic 

 


